
How to End Christian Nationalism Conference  
MARCH 22nd, 2025 

Morning Keynote Address 
Amanda Tyler 
Executive Director, Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty 

Highlights 
1. www.ChristiansAgainstChristianNationalism.org   
2. “Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced.” 

James Baldwin 
3. Religious Nationalism is not unique to us (Russia India Israel), but we have a particular kind 

of  it 
4. To be an American, one has to be a Christian and particularly a conservative Christian 
5. White Christian nationalism and Christian Nationalism (CN) are the same, but today we 

more commonly use the latter term 
6. White Christian nationalism is a new label for an old thing, KKK was a previous outbreak 
7. John 3:16 applies to the world not just the United States  
8. There is no mention of  religion in the Constitution except for no religious tests first 

amendment  
9. Matthew 22:15-22 demonstrates the manner in which Jesus distinguished between religion 

and empire (nationalism) 
10. Jesus of  the New Testament bears no resemblance to the white Jesus of  Christian 

Nationalism 
11. We have to inspect how Christianity has gone from teaching of  Jesus to quest for power 
12. The Doctrine of  Discovery, originating in 15th-century papal bulls, provided a religious and 

legal justification for European colonization and seizure of  lands inhabited by non-Christian 
peoples, which the Vatican formally repudiated in 2023.  

13. The freedom to love given to us by Christ as been replaced by the freedom to pursue power 
14. There are different ways to be patriotic; insisting on our rights is one of  those ways 
15. The test that confronts us: Is patriotism forcing us to forsake our religious values?  
16. Dominion theology, also known as dominionism, is a group of  Christian political ideologies 

that seek to institute a nation governed by Christians and based on their understandings of  
biblical law. Extents of  rule and ways of  acquiring governing authority are varied. 

17. Labeling people as Christian Nationalists is not helpful since there are so many variations 
18. A well-funded movement is behind the power that CN presents to the country 
19. The more education you have the  less likely you are to move toward CN: you don’t have to 

be white or Christian to be a CN 
20. The biggest problem is found in white evangelical Protestant churches Hispanic churches are 

also a problem but not as much as white churches 
21. To be sympathetic to CN is to be complicit  
22. The Christian symbols and slogans seen on January 6 indicate how Trump’s hold on power 

was seen as God’s will  
23. How much did the threat of  violence influence 2024 election? The threat intensified after 

Trump assassination attempt  
24. People of  all faiths have the right to demonstrate publicly, but at the same time without 

insisting our way is the only way;  that is CN  
25. Saying that God ordains leaders is non-democratic  
26. Great replacement theory belief  is greater among CN 



27. CN ideology drives various political viewpoints abortion immigration  
28. Judeo-Christian values is not respectful to Jewish faith; it is not a precursor to Christianity 

but a religion in and of  itself   
29. CN is making its way into public schools, for example, using Bible stories and having school 

chaplains in place of  school psychologists  

Afternoon Presentation  
Steve Ahlquist 
Independent reporter with well over a decade of  experience writing about politics and social justice 
Covering School Committees, Trans Rights, DEI, and Book Bans in Rhode Island 

1. Rhode Island is a small state with 34 public school districts, each with its own school 
committee or school board, and 271 schools. Tracking Christian Nationalist efforts can be 
challenging - and sadly, it’s not a one-person job. 

2. Transgender issues in school board meetings are not being covered by media outlets which 
instead focus resources on fires and automobile accidents  

3. Chariho “Moms for Liberty” are presently on the school committee and recently reviewed 
policies on books, transgender, Title Nine, mask policies 

4. When the review was completed it was sent to the school committee, this resulted in a large 
group gathering at a school committee meeting to defend trans rights 

5. Only one person, not a resident of  a town in the school district spoke against trans rights, 
giving his opinion in his usual way that executive orders have full effect of  federal law in 
Rhode Island, which they do not since executive orders don’t impact state laws in Rhode 
Island  

6. This was an example of  what can happen when a community comes together in force and 
pushes back, showing that CN can be confronted and defeated 

7. Moms for Liberty is a symptom of  the problem rather than the problem itself  
8. Transgender policies in RI schools complies Federal law and RIDE (Rhode Island 

Department of  Education) 

 


	Afternoon Presentation
	Steve Ahlquist
	Covering School Committees, Trans Rights, DEI, and Book Bans in Rhode Island

